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balsam upon a painful wound he felt the love and sympathy manifested about him and which he thought was undeserved, for among those who took loving care of him there was not one whom he had not offended in some way or other by his hateful moods. The entire Breitkopf family, the Stocks, and, we may well add, the Schonkopfs and the Oesers treated him as a near relative. Horn was about him every moment, Assessor Herrmann gave him every free hour, likewise Langer, Groning (a fellow-student from Bremen, later ambassador and mayor of the Hanse town), and others whom he does not mention by name, took a warm interest in his welfare. They nursed him, they amused him, when convalescent they took him driving to the near-by country-seats, and bestowed upon him everything else that promised relief or refreshment. Thus he gradually recovered strength. But he was far from having regained his former health when on his birthday in the year 1768 he left Leipsic to return home. He could not persuade himself to bid the Schonkopfs good-bye. "I was in the neighbourhood," he writes to Schonkopf from Frankfort, " I was even at the door and came to the stairs, but I had not the heart to come up. How should I ever have gotten down for the last time? I do not need to ask you to remember me; you will have a thousand occasions to think of a young man, who for two and a half years was a part of your family, who, no doubt, often gave you cause for vexation, but was, nevertheless, a good young fellow/'